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Art Unit: 21 13 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 6,7,13-18,20,22,28,29,35-40,42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Kim et al. (USPN 6922802B2). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

3. As per claim 6, Kim et al. discloses recording temporary defect management 
information in the at least one temporary defect management area of the recording 
medium, the temporary defect management information including disc usage 
management information indicating a recording use status of the recording medium; and 
transferring the temporary defect management information from the at least one 
temporary defect management area to the at least one final defect management area of 
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the recording medium in column 6, lines 20-48. The writeable-once optical recording is 
a type of optical disc, see column 1 , lines 21-29. 

4. As per claim 7, Kim et al. discloses wherein the at least one recording layer 
includes a plurality of recording layers each having a final defect management area, and 
in the transferring step, the disc usage management information for each of the 
recording layers is separately recorded all in at least one of the final defect 
management areas of the recording layers in column 6, lines 35-48. 

5. As per claim 13, Kim et al. discloses wherein the at least one recording layer 
includes a plurality of recording layers each having a final defect management area, and 
the disc usage management information for each of the recording layers is separately 
and correspondingly recorded in the final defect management area of the corresponding 
recording layer in column 6, lines 35-48. 

6. As per claim 14, Kim et al. discloses wherein the recording medium includes a 
recording area on the at least one recording layer, the recording area divided into a 
plurality of tracks, and the disc usage management information represents track position 
information identifying an end point of a last recorded track on the recording medium in 
column 6, lines 37-48. 

7. As per claim 15, Kim et al. discloses wherein the disc usage management 
information represent a space bit map in column 6, lines 35-48. 

8. As per claim 1 6, Kim et al . discloses wherein the transferring step is performed 
when the recording medium is to be finalized in column 6, lines 35-48. 
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9. As per claim 17, Kim et al. discloses wherein the recording medium is to be 
finalized if a data recording operation in a user data area of the recording medium is 
completed, if the at least one temporary defect management area is full, or if a finalize 
command is received in column 6, lines 35-48. 

10. As per claim 18, Kim et al. discloses wherein in the transferring step, the 
transferred temporary defect management information further includes temporary defect 
list information and temporary disc definition structure information, and is latest 
temporary defect management information written on the recording medium in column 
6, lines 35-48. 

11. As per claim 20, Kim et al. discloses wherein in the transferring step, the 
temporary defect management information transferred is the latest temporary defect 
management information stored in the at least one temporary defect management area 
in column 6, lines 35-48. 

12. As per claim 22, Kim et al. discloses means for recording temporary defect 
management information in the at least one temporary defect management area of the 
recording medium, the temporary defect management information including disc usage 
management information indicating a recording use status of the recording medium; and 
means for transferring the temporary defect management information from the at least 
one temporary defect management area to the at least one final defect management 
area of the recording medium in column 6, lines 20-48. The writeable-once optical 
recording is a type of optical disc, see column 1, lines 21-29. 
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13. As per claim 28, Kim et al. discloses at least one recording layer including at 
least one temporary defect management area and at least one final defect management 
area, wherein temporary defect management information is recorded in the at least one 
temporary defect management area of the recording medium, the temporary defect 
management information including disc usage management information indicating a 
recording use status of the recording medium, and wherein the temporary defect 
management information is transferred from the at least one temporary defect 
management area to the at least one final defect management area of the recording 
medium in column 6, lines 20-48. The writeable-once optical recording is a type of 
optical disc, see column 1, lines 21-29. 

14. As per claim 29, Kim et al. discloses wherein the at least one recording layer 
includes a plurality of recording layers each having a final defect management area, and 
the disc usage management information for each of the recording layers is separately 
recorded all in at least one of the final defect management areas of the recording layers 
in column 6, lines 35-48. 

15. As per claim 35, Kim et al. discloses wherein the at least one recording layer 
includes a plurality of recording layers each having a final defect management area, and 
the disc usage management information for each of the recording layers is separately 
and correspondingly recorded in the final defect management area of the corresponding 
recording layer in column 6, lines 35-48. 

16. As per claim 36, Kim et al. discloses wherein the recording medium includes a 
recording area on the at least one recording layer, the recording area divided into a 
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plurality of tracks, and the disc usage management information represents track position 
information identifying an end point of a last recorded track on the recording medium in 
column 6, lines 35-48. 

17. As per claim 37, Kim et al. discloses wherein the disc usage management 
information represent a space bit map in column 6, lines 35-48. 

18. As per claim 38, Kim et al. discloses wherein the temporary defect management 
information is transferred from the at least one temporary defect management area to 
the at least one final defect management area when the recording medium is to be 
finalized in column 6, lines 35-48. 

19. As per claim 39, Kim et al. discloses wherein the recording medium is to be 
finalized if a data recording operation in a user data area of the recording medium is 
completed, if the at least one temporary defect management area is full, or if a finalize 
command is received in column 6, lines 35-48. 

20. As per claim 40, Kim et al. discloses wherein the transferred temporary defect 
management information includes temporary defect list information and temporary disc 
definition structure information, and is latest temporary defect management information 
written on the recording medium in column 6, lines 35-48. 

21 . As per claim 42, Kim et al. discloses wherein the temporary defect management 
information transferred is the latest temporary defect management information stored in 
the at least one temporary defect management area in column 6, lines 35-48. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

22. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

23. Claims 19,41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kim et al. in view of Whatis.com. Kim et al. fails to explicitly state the recording medium 
is a writable-once Blu-ray disc (BD-WO). 

Whatis.com discloses this limitation on page 1. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the recording medium be a writable-once Blu-ray 
disc (BD-WO). A person of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to have 
the recording medium be a writable-once Blu-ray disc (BD-WO) because the Blu-ray 
disc stores data thereon for future use. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

24. Claims 1-5,21 ,23-27 are allowed. 

25. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Claims 1-5 are allowed for including the following limitations: "providing at least 
one temporary defect management area in at least one of the user area and the non- 
user area, the at least one temporary defect management area allocated to store 
therein temporary defect management information including disc usage management 
information, the disc usage management information indicating a recording or non- 
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recording status of the user area of the recording medium; and providing at least one 
final defect management area in the non-user area." 

Claim 21 is allowed for including the following limitations: "means for providing at 
least one temporary defect management area in at least one of the user area and the 
non-user area, the at least one temporary defect management area allocated to store 
therein temporary defect management information including disc usage management 
information, the disc usage management information indicating a recording or non- 
recording status of the user area of the recording medium; and means for providing at 
least one final defect management area in the non-user area." 

Claims 23-27 are allowed for including the following limitations: "at least one 
temporary defect management area provided in at least one of the user area and the 
non-user area of the recording medium, so as to store therein temporary defect 
management information including disc usage management information, the disc usage 
management information indicating a recording or non-recording status of the user area 
of the recording medium; and at least one final defect management area provided in the 
non-user area." 

26. Claims 8-12,30-34 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yolanda L. Wilson whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 3653. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Beausoliel can be reached on (571) 272-3645. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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